
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Spring 2021 
 
Dear D96 Families,  
 
As this unprecedented school year draws to a close, we begin to look forward to next year, but not 
before acknowledging our students’ extraordinary perseverance. They have met the unique challenges 
of this year and grown through hard work, resilience, and patience.  
 
It is in maintaining that growth we begin thinking of the “summer slide.” Research around summer 
reading suggests that students can lose more than two months of academic progress (referred to as the 
summer slide) if they do not continue to read during the summer months. Taking trips with your child to 
the library, listening to audiobooks in the car, and discussing books you are reading together are just a 
few ways you can foster your student’s life-long reading habits.  
 
The most successful summer reading programs allow students choice, personal incentives, and 
differentiated opportunities to share their books. Combining this information and acknowledging the 
challenges of this past year, we want students to experience the pure joy of reading. Therefore, we are 
asking students this summer to “sit back, relax, and enjoy.”  
 
Incoming 6th-, 7th-, and 8th-grade students should read at least one title from one of the three 
recommended sites. While these are nationally recognized selections, we are including resources to 
enable parents to gather more information about these books’ subject matter.  
 
The purpose of summer reading is to help foster a love of reading; therefore, we strongly feel that 
students should read a book that is a little more or less difficult than those they read in school if it is of 
high interest to them. If you are concerned that a book might be much too difficult for your child, a good 
test might be to have them read aloud a page of the book. If your child struggles with knowing more than 
five words on a single page, you might wish to explore another option.  
 
Our goal is to ensure that students continue to read for pleasure. To achieve that goal, we crafted 
several options that allow for choice in demonstrating learning. Students will complete an activity from 
each category of the choice board throughout the summer, submitting their materials using the provided 
form or application links.  
 
We ask parents to complete the attached parent acknowledgment form indicating you’ve discussed your 
child’s book choices. On the first day of school in August, students will bring their signed parental 
acknowledgment form and share their choice experiences with their classmates.  
 
Stay well, and happy reading!  
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