
 Middle School District 96 Summer Reading 
Read Harder Challenge 2019 

 
Assignment for ALL Incoming 6th-, 7th-, and 8th-grade students: You must read ONE book from the attached list.  

Additionally, your goal is to complete as many of the challenges below as you can. Each book should fulfill only one category on your 

chart. Bring to school on the first day: (1) your completed chart: (2) your letter to your future teacher; and (3) one book you’ve 

read from the attached list.  

I pledge to read ______________ books this summer. 

Book Challenge Date 
completed 

Title of Book/Article 
and Author 

Rate it with stars: 
1 (low) – 5 (high)  

Explain your rating 

A book from the attached list.     

A book in a genre you typically do not read     

A collection of poetry     

A graphic novel or comic book     

An audiobook     

An article about a current event in the news     

A book published this year     

A book recommended to you by a friend     

A magazine or newspaper  (online or print)     



A book by a person whose gender is 
different than your own. 

    

Come up with your own criteria  for other 
books of your choosing below: 

    

A book that 
 

    

A book that... 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

  

Use additional paper if necessary 



 
District 96 Summer Reading List For Incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Students 

 
The list below provides a variety of choices based on interest, genre, and level of difficulty.  Please refer to the following websites if you 
would like more specific information on any of the titles to determine whether or not a book on the list is suitable for your child. 
 
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/ 
http://www.amazon.com/books-used-books-textbooks/b?ie=UTF8&node=283155 
http://ratedreads.com/about-rated-reads-book-reviews/ 

Adventure 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen This award-winning contemporary classic is the survival story with which all others are compared—and 

a page-turning, heart-stopping adventure, recipient of the Newbery Honor.  Thirteen-year-old Brian 
Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the single-engine plane in which he is flying crashes. 
Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but a tattered Windbreaker 
and the hatchet his mother gave him as a present—and the dreadful secret that has been tearing him 
apart since his parent’s divorce. But now Brian has no time for anger, self pity, or despair—it will take 
all his know-how and determination, and more courage than he knew he possessed, to survive.  

Stormbreaker by 
Anthony Horowitz 

Stormbreaker is an action-packed book which won the New York Times Bestselling young adult novel. 
It is written by British author Anthony Horowitz and the first novel in the Alex Rider series.!  They told 
him his uncle died in an accident. He wasn't wearing his seatbelt, they said. But when fourteen-year-old 
Alex finds his uncle's windshield riddled with bullet holes, he knows it was no accident. What he doesn't 
know yet is that his uncle was killed while on a top-secret mission. But he is about to, and once he 
does, there is no turning back. Finding himself in the middle of terrorists, Alex must outsmart the people 
who want him dead. The government has given him the technology, but only he can provide the 
courage. Should he fail, every child in England will be murdered in cold blood.  

Girl, Stolen by April 
Henry 

Sixteen-year-old Cheyenne Wilder is sleeping in the back of the car while her stepmom fills a 
prescription for antibiotics.  Before Cheyenne realizes what's happening, the car is being stolen.Griffin 
hadn't meant to kidnap Cheyenne and once he finds out that not only does she have pneumonia, but 
that she's blind, he really doesn't know what to do. When his dad finds out that Cheyenne's father is the 
president of a powerful corporation, everything changes--now there's a reason to keep her.  

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/
http://www.amazon.com/books-used-books-textbooks/b?ie=UTF8&node=283155
http://ratedreads.com/about-rated-reads-book-reviews/


Touching Spirit Bear by 
Ben Mikaelsen 

After severely injuring Peter Driscal in an empty parking lot, troublemaker Cole Matthews is in major 
trouble. But instead of jail time, Cole is given an alternative: a one-year banishment to a remote 
Alaskan island. This program—called Circle Justice—is based on Native American traditions that 
provide healing for the criminal mind. To avoid serious jail time, Cole resolves to go. While there, Cole 
is mauled by a mysterious white bear and left for dead. Thoughts of his abusive parents, helpless 
Peter, and his violent anger cause him to examine the root of his troubled ways.  

Navigating Early by Clare 
Vanderpool 

At the end of World War II, Jack Baker, a landlocked Kansas boy, is suddenly uprooted after his 
mother’s death and placed in a boy’s boarding school in Maine. There, Jack encounters Early Auden, 
the strangest of boys, who reads the number pi as a story and collects clippings about the sightings of 
a great black bear in the nearby mountains.Newcomer Jack feels lost yet can’t help being drawn to 
Early, who won’t believe what everyone accepts to be the truth about the Great Appalachian Bear. 
When the boys find themselves unexpectedly alone at school, they embark on a quest on the 
Appalachian Trail in search of the great black bear. But what they are searching for is sometimes 
different from what they find. They will meet truly strange characters, each of whom figures into the pi 
story Early weaves as they travel, while discovering things they never realized about themselves and 
others in their lives.  

Maze Runner by 
James Dashner 

If you ain’t scared, you ain’t human.  When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can 
remember is his name. He’s surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also gone. 
Nice to meet ya, shank. Welcome to the Glade.Outside the towering stone walls that surround the 
Glade is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through 
alive. 
Everything is going to change. 
Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying. 
Remember. Survive. Run.  

The Living by Matt De La 
Pena 

Shy takes the summer job to make some money. A few months on a luxury cruise liner--how bad can it 
be? Bikinis, free food, maybe even a girl or two . . . every cruise has a fresh crop of passengers, after 
all. He'll rake in the tips and be able to help his mom and sister out with the bills.  
 But then, an earthquake more massive than any ever recorded hits California and Shy's life is changed 
forever.  
The earthquake is only the beginning. Twenty-four hours and a catastrophic chain of events later, Shy 
is lost at sea, fighting to survive--and stuck with her. 
 She's blond and she's rich, and never in her life would she have dreamed she'd be adrift in the Pacific 
Ocean, surrounded by death and completely dependent on a guy like Shy. And Shy hasn't even faced 
the worst yet. 



Science Fiction 
Starters by Lissa Price 
 

Callie lost her parents when the Spore Wars wiped out everyone between the ages of twenty and sixty. 
She and her little brother, Tyler, go on the run, living as squatters with their friend Michael and fighting 
off renegades who would kill them for a cookie.  Callie’s only hope is Prime Destinations, a disturbing 
place in Beverly Hills run by a mysterious figure known as the Old Man. He hires teens to rent their 
bodies to Enders—seniors who want to be young again. Callie, desperate for the money that will keep 
her, Tyler, and Michael alive, agrees to be a donor. But the neurochip they place in Callie’s head 
malfunctions and she wakes up in the life of her renter. 
Callie soon discovers that her renter intends to do more than party—and that Prime Destinations’ plans 
are more evil than she could ever have imagined. .  

The Testing by 
Joelle Charbonneau 

It’s graduation day for sixteen-year-old Malencia Vale, and the entire Five Lakes Colony (the former 
Great Lakes) is celebrating. All Cia can think about—hope for—is whether she’ll be chosen for The 
Testing, a United Commonwealth program that selects the best and brightest new graduates to 
become possible leaders of the slowly revitalizing post-war civilization. When Cia is chosen, her father 
finally tells her about his own nightmarish half-memories of The Testing. Armed with his dire warnings 
(”Cia, trust no one”), she bravely heads off to Tosu City, far away from friends and family, perhaps 
forever. Danger, romance—and sheer terror—await.  

War of the Worlds by 
H.G. Wells 
 

It is the first-person narrative of an unnamed protagonist in Surrey and that of his younger brother in 
London as Earth is invaded by Martians. Written between 1895 and 1897, it is one of the earliest 
stories that detail a conflict between mankind and an extraterrestrial race. The novel is one of the most 
commented-on works in the science fiction canon. The War of the Worlds has two parts, Book One: 
The Coming of the Martians and Book Two: The Earth under the Martians. The narrator, a 
philosophically inclined author, struggles to return to his wife while seeing the Martians lay waste to the 
southern country outside London. Book One also imparts the experience of his brother, also unnamed, 
who describes events as they deteriorate in the capital, forcing him to escape the Martian onslaught by 
boarding a paddle steamer near Tillingham, on the Essex coast. 

The 5th Wave by Rick 
Yancey 

After the 1st wave, only darkness remains. After the 2nd, only the lucky escape. And after the 3rd, only 
the unlucky survive. After the 4th wave, only one rule applies: trust no one.Now, it's the dawn of the 5th 
wave, and on a lonely stretch of highway, Cassie runs from Them. The beings who only look human, 
who roam the countryside killing anyone they see. Who have scattered Earth's last survivors. To stay 
alone is to stay alive, Cassie believes, until she meets Evan Walker. Beguiling and mysterious, Evan 
Walker may be Cassie's only hope for rescuing her brother--or even saving herself. But Cassie must 
choose: between trust and despair, between defiance and surrender, between life and death. To give 



up or to get up.  

Armada by Ernest Cline 
 

Zack Lightman has spent his life dreaming. Dreaming that the real world could be a little more like the 
countless science-fiction books, movies, and videogames he’s spent his life consuming. Dreaming that 
one day, some fantastic, world-altering event will shatter the monotony of his humdrum existence and 
whisk him off on some grand space-faring adventure.  

The Illustrated Man by 
Ray Bradbury 
 

Ray Bradbury brings wonders alive. For this peerless American storyteller, the most bewitching force in 
the universe is human nature. In these eighteen startling tales unfolding across a canvas of tattooed 
skin, living cities take their vengeance, technology awakens the most primal natural instincts, and 
dreams are carried aloft in junkyard rockets. Provocative and powerful, The Illustrated Man is a 
kaleidoscopic blending of magic, imagination, and truth—as exhilarating as interplanetary travel, as 
maddening as a walk in a million-year rain, and as comforting as simple, familiar rituals on the last night 
of the world.  

Genius:The Game by 
Leopoldo Gout 

Trust no one. Every camera is an eye. Every microphone an ear. Find me and we can stop him 
together. 

The Game: Get ready for Zero Hour as 200 geniuses from around the world go head to head in a 
competition hand-devised by India's youngest CEO and visionary. 
The Players: 
Rex- One of the best programmers/hackers in the world, this 16-year-old Mexican-American is 
determined to find his missing brother. 
Tunde- This 14-year-old self-taught engineering genius has drawn the attention of a ruthless military 
warlord by single-handedly bringing electricity and internet to his small Nigerian village. 
Painted Wolf- One of China's most respected activist bloggers, this mysterious 16-year-old is being 
pulled into the spotlight by her father's new deal with a corrupt Chinese official. 
The Stakes: Are higher than you can imagine. Like life and death. Welcome to the revolution. And get 
ready to run. 

Fantasy 
The Hobbit by J.R.R. 
Tolkien 
 

Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely traveling any farther than 
his pantry or cellar. But his contentment is disturbed when the wizard Gandalf and a company of 
dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an adventure. They have launched a plot 
to raid the treasure hoard guarded by Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon. 



Bilbo reluctantly joins their quest, unaware that on his journey to the Lonely Mountain he will encounter 
both a magic ring and a frightening creature known as Gollum.  

The Lightning Thief by 
Rick Riordan 
 

After getting expelled from yet another school for yet another clash with mythological monsters only he 
can see, twelve-year-old Percy Jackson is taken to Camp Half-Blood, where he finally learns the truth 
about his unique abilities: He is a demigod, half human, half immortal. Even more stunning: His father 
is the Greek god Poseidon, ruler of the sea, making Percy one of the most powerful demigods alive. 
There's little time to process this news. All too soon, a cryptic prophecy from the Oracle sends Percy on 
his first quest, a mission to the Underworld to prevent a war among the gods of Olympus.  

The Lion, the Witch, and 
the Wardrobe by C.S. 
Lewis 
 

Four adventurous siblings—Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie—step through a wardrobe door 
and into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of the White 
Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change . . . 
and a great sacrifice.  

100 Cupboards by N.D. 
Wilson 
 

Twelve-year-old Henry York wakes up one night to find bits of plaster in his hair. Two knobs have 
broken through the wall above his bed and one of them is slowly turning . . .Henry scrapes the plaster 
off the wall and discovers cupboards of all different sizes and shapes. Through one he can hear the 
sound of falling rain. Through another he sees a glowing room–with a man pacing back and forth! 
Henry soon understands that these are not just cupboards, but portals to other worlds. 

The Time Keeper by 
Mitch Albom 
 

The inventor of the world's first clock is punished for trying to measure God's greatest gift. He is 
banished to a cave for centuries and forced to listen to the voices of all who come after him seeking 
more days, more years. 
Eventually, with his soul nearly broken, Father Time is granted his freedom, along with a magical 
hourglass and a mission: a chance to redeem himself by teaching two earthly people the true meaning 
of time.  He returns to our world--now dominated by the hour-counting he so innocently began--and 
commences a journey with two unlikely partners: one a teenage girl who is about to give up on life, the 
other a wealthy old businessman who wants to live forever. To save himself, he must save them both. 
And stop the world to do so.  

City of Ember by Jeanne 
DuPrau  
 

The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred years later, the great 
lamps that light the city are beginning to flicker. When Lina finds part of an ancient message, she’s sure 
it holds a secret that will save the city. She and her friend Doon must decipher the message before the 
lights go out on Ember forever! This stunning debut novel offers refreshingly clear writing and 
fascinating, original characters.  



Realistic Fiction 
The Thing About Jellyfish 
by Ali Benjamin 

2015 National Book Award finalist!   After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is convinced 
that the true cause of the tragedy must have been a rare jellyfish sting-things don't just happen for no 
reason. Retreating into a silent world of imagination, she crafts a plan to prove her theory--even if it 
means traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's achingly heartfelt journey explores life, death, the astonishing 
wonder of the universe...and the potential for love and hope right next door.  

Notes From the Midnight 
Driver by Jordan 
Sonnenblick 

16-year-old Alex decides to get even. His parents are separated, his father is dating his former 
third-grade teacher, and being 16 isn't easy, especially when it comes to girls. Instead of revenge 
though, Alex ends up in trouble with the law and is ordered to do community service at a senior center 
where he is assigned to Solomon Lewis, a "difficult" senior with a lot of gusto, advice for Alex, and a 
puzzling (yet colorful) Yiddish vocabulary. Eventually, the pair learn to deal with their past and each 
other in ways that are humorous, entertaining, and life changing.  

I Kill the Mockingbird by 
Paul Acampora 

When Lucy, Elena, and Michael receive their summer reading list, they are excited to see To Kill A 
Mockingbird included. But not everyone in their class shares the same enthusiasm. So they hatch a 
plot to get the entire town talking about the well-known Harper Lee classic. They plan controversial 
ways to get people to read the book, including re-shelving copies of the book in bookstores so that 
people think they are missing and starting a website committed to “destroying the mockingbird.” Their 
efforts are successful when all of the hullabaloo starts to direct more people to the book. But soon, their 
exploits start to spin out of control and they unwittingly start a mini-revolution in the name of books.  

Schooled by Gordon 
Korman 
 
 

Homeschooled by his hippie grandmother, Capricorn (Cap) Anderson has never watched television, 
tasted a pizza, or even heard of a wedgie. But when his grandmother lands in the hospital, Cap is 
forced to move in with a school counselor and attend the local middle school. While Cap knows a lot 
about tie-dyeing and Zen Buddhism, no education could prepare him for the politics of public school.  

Alabama Moon by Watt 
Key 

For as long as ten-year-old Moon can remember, he has lived out in the forest in a shelter with his 
father. They keep to themselves, their only contact with other human beings an occasional trip to the 
nearest general store. When Moon's father dies, Moon follows his father's last instructions: to travel to 
Alaska to find others like themselves. But Moon is soon caught and entangled in a world he doesn't 
know or understand, apparent property of the government he has been avoiding all his life. As the 
spirited and resourceful Moon encounters constables, jails, institutions, lawyers, true friends, and true 
enemies, he adapts his wilderness survival skills and learns to survive in the outside world, and even, 



perhaps, make his home there.  

The Boy in the Black Suit 
by Jason Reynolds 

Matt wears a black suit every day. No, not because his mom died—although she did, and it sucks. But 
he wears the suit for his gig at the local funeral home, which pays way better than the Cluck Bucket, 
and he needs the income since his dad can’t handle the bills (or anything, really) on his own. So while 
Dad’s snagging bottles of whiskey, Matt’s snagging fifteen bucks an hour. Not bad. But everything 
else? Not good. Then Matt meets Lovey. She’s got a crazy name, and she’s been through more crazy 
than he can imagine. Yet Lovey never cries. She’s tough. Really tough. Tough in the way Matt wishes 
he could be. Which is maybe why he’s drawn to her, and definitely why he can’t seem to shake her. 
Because there’s nothing more hopeful than finding a person who understands your loneliness—and 
who can maybe even help take it away.  

Counting by 7’s by 
Holly Goldberg Sloan 

A New York Times Bestseller. An AMAZON Best Book of the Year 2013.  A Kids' Indie Next List Top 
Ten Book-- #4, Best Books of Autumn 2013.  B.E.A. Buzz Book Award 2013.  A Texas Bluebonnet 
Award Nominee 2014-2015 Master List.  A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year.  An E.B. 
White Read Aloud Honor Book. A Dorothy Canfield Fisher Children's Book Award Nominee.  A National 
Public Radio Best Book of the Year. 
 
In the tradition of Out of My Mind, Wonder, and Mockingbird, this is an intensely moving middle grade 
novel about being an outsider, coping with loss, and discovering the true meaning of family. 

Out of My Mind by 
Sharon M. Draper 

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a photographic memory; she can 
remember every detail of everything she has ever experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults 
who try to diagnose her and smarter than her classmates in her integrated classroom—the very same 
classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged, because she cannot tell them otherwise. But 
Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she’s determined to let everyone know 
it…somehow. 
 
In this breakthrough story—reminiscent of The Diving Bell and the Butterfly—from multiple Coretta 
Scott King Award-winner Sharon Draper, readers will come to know a brilliant mind and a brave spirit 
who will change forever how they look at anyone with a disability. 

Pictures of Hollis Woods 
by Patricia Reilly Giff 

When Hollis is sent to Josie, an elderly artist who is quirky and affectionate, she wants to stay. But 
Josie is growing more forgetful every day. If Social Services finds out, they’ll take Hollis away and move 
Josie into a home. Well, Hollis Woods won’t let anyone separate them. She’s escaped the system 
before; this time, she’s taking Josie with her. Still, even as she plans her future with Josie, Hollis 
dreams of the past summer with the Regans, fixing each special moment of her days with them in 



pictures she’ll never forget.  
  
Patricia Reilly Giff captures the yearning for a place to belong in this warm-hearted story, which 
stresses the importance of artistic vision, creativity, and above all, family. 

Rain Reign by Ann M. 
Martin 

Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled that her own name is a homonym, and she 
purposely gave her dog Rain a name with two homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, according to Rose's 
rules of homonyms, is very special. Not everyone understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and the 
other things that make her different – not her teachers, not other kids, and not her single father. 

When a storm hits their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads are flooded, and Rain goes missing. 
Rose's father shouldn't have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it means leaving her 
routines and safe places to search. 

Hearts will break and spirits will soar for this powerful story, brilliantly told from Rose's point of view. 

My Basmati Bat Mitzvah 
by Paula J. Freedman 

During the fall leading up to her bat mitzvah, Tara (Hindi for “star”) Feinstein has a lot more than her 
Torah portion on her mind. Between Hebrew school and study sessions with the rabbi, there doesn’t 
seem to be enough time to hang out with her best friend Ben-O—who might also be her boyfriend—and 
her other best friend, Rebecca, who’s getting a little too cozy with the snotty Sheila Rosenberg. Not to 
mention working on her robotics project with the class clown Ryan Berger, or figuring out what to do 
with a priceless heirloom sari that she accidentally ruined. Amid all this drama, Tara considers how to 
balance her Indian and Jewish identities and what it means to have a bat mitzvah while questioning her 
faith. 
 
With the cross-cultural charm of Bend It Like Beckham, this delightful debut novel is a classic 
coming-of-age story and young romance with universal appeal. 

Full Cicada Moon by 
Marilyn Hilton 

It's 1969, and the Apollo 11 mission is getting ready to go to the moon. But for half-black, 
half-Japanese Mimi, moving to a predominantly white Vermont town is enough to make her feel alien. 
Suddenly, Mimi's appearance is all anyone notices. She struggles to fit in with her classmates, even as 
she fights for her right to stand out by entering science competitions and joining Shop Class instead of 
Home Ec. And even though teachers and neighbors balk at her mixed-race family and her refusals to 
conform, Mimi’s dreams of becoming an astronaut never fade—no matter how many times she’s told 
no. 
 
This historical middle-grade novel is told in poems from Mimi's perspective over the course of one year 
in her new town, and shows readers that positive change can start with just one person speaking up. 



The Blossoming 
Universe of Violet 
Diamond by Brenda 
Woods 

Violet is biracial, but she lives with her white mother and sister, attends a mostly white school in a white 
town, and sometimes feels like a brown leaf on a pile of snow. Now that she’s eleven, she feels it’s time 
to learn about her African American heritage, so she seeks out her paternal grandmother. When Violet 
is invited to spend two weeks with her new Bibi (Swahili for "grandmother") and learns about her lost 
heritage, her confidence in herself grows and she discovers she’s not a shrinking Violet after all. From 
a Coretta Scott King Honor-winning author, this is a powerful story about a young girl finding her place 
in the world. 

Kissing Doorknobs by 
Terry Spencer Hesser 

During her preschool years, Tara Sullivan lived in terror that something bad would happen to her 
mother while they were apart. In grade school, she panicked during the practice fire drills. Practice for 
what?, Tara asked. For the upcoming disaster that was bound to happen? 
 
Then, at the age of 11, it happened. Tara heard the phrase that changed her life: Step on a crack, 
break your mother's back. Before Tara knew it, she was counting every crack in the sidewalk. Over 
time, Tara's "quirks" grew and developed: arranging her meals on plates, nonstop prayer rituals, until 
she developed a new ritual wherin she kissed her fingers and touched doorknobs.... 

Fish in a Tree by Lynda 
Mullaly Hunt 

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new school, she is 
able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  She is afraid to ask for 
help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, 
creative kid underneath the trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and 
that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herself and the 
world starts opening up with possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to 
everyone—than a label, and that great minds don’t always think alike. 

Sparrow by Sarah Moon Sparrow has always had a difficult time making friends. She would always rather stay home on the 
weekends with her mother, an affluent IT executive at a Manhattan bank, reading, or watching the 
birds, than play with other kids.  And that's made school a lonely experience for her. It's made LIFE a 
lonely experience. But when the one teacher who really understood her -- Mrs. Wexler, the school 
librarian, a woman who let her eat her lunch in the library office rather than hide in a bathroom stall, a 
woman who shared her passion for novels and knew just the ones she'd love -- is killed in a freak car 
accident, Sparrow's world unravels and she's found on the roof of her school in an apparent suicide 
attempt.  With the help of an insightful therapist, Sparrow finally reveals the truth of her inner life. 

Mystery/Horror 



Skeleton Creek by 
Patrick Carman  

Strange things are happening in Skeleton Creek . . . and Ryan and Sarah are trying to get to the heart 
of it. But after an eerie accident leaves Ryan housebound and forbidden to see Sarah, their 
investigation takes two tracks: Ryan records everything in his journal, while Sarah uses her videocam 
to search things out. . .and then email the clips for Ryan to see.   In a new, groundbreaking format, the 
story is broken into two parts -- Ryan's text in the book, and Sarah's videos on a special website, with 
links and passwords given throughout the book. Requires use of the Internet to watch videos inside 
the text.  

The Westing Game by 
Ellen Raskin 

An ALA Notable book.  A bizarre chain of events begins when sixteen unlikely people gather for the 
reading of Samuel W. Westing's will. And though no one knows why the eccentric, game-loving 
millionaire has chosen a virtual stranger - and a possible murderer - to inherit his vast fortune, one 
thing's for sure: Sam Westing may be dead... but that won't stop him from playing one last game!  

Red Kayak by Priscilla 
Cummings 

Brady loves life on the Chesapeake Bay with his friends J.T. and Digger. But developers and rich 
families are moving into the area, and while Brady befriends some of them, like the DiAngelos, his 
parents and friends are bitter about the changes. Tragedy strikes when the DiAngelos’ kayak overturns 
in the bay, and Brady wonders if it was more than an accident. Soon, Brady discovers the terrible truth 
behind the kayak’s sinking, and it will change the lives of those he loves forever. Priscilla Cummings 
deftly weaves a suspenseful tale of three teenagers caught in a wicked web of deception.  

Coraline by 
Neil Gaiman 

Coraline's often wondered what's behind the locked door in the drawing room. It reveals only a brick 
wall when she finally opens it, but when she tries again later, a passageway mysteriously appears. 
Coraline is surprised to find a flat decorated exactly like her own, but strangely different. And when she 
finds her "other" parents in this alternate world, they are much more interesting despite their creepy 
black button eyes. When they make it clear, however, that they want to make her theirs forever, 
Coraline begins a nightmarish game to rescue her real parents and three children imprisoned in a 
mirror. With only a bored-through stone and an aloof cat to help, Coraline confronts this harrowing task 
of escaping these monstrous creatures.  

Jade Green by Phyllis 
Reynolds Naylor  

Orphaned fifteen-year-old Judith Sparrow brings two secrets to her uncle's house in South Carolina: 
one, that her grief-stricken mother died in a madhouse, the other that she has disobeyed the only 
condition to living in her uncle's home -- nothing green is allowed in the house.  
Judith can't bear to part with the photograph of her mother in its lovely green silk frame. Surely this one 
small defiance will not jeopardize the happiness she finds in South Carolina -- with a family at last, and 
new friends, especially Zeke Carey, the miller's son.  
But Uncle Geoffrey's house holds a secret of its own. And Judith's small picture frame, hidden away at 
the bottom of her trunk, unleashes a powerful force that seems determined to bring that secret into the 



open. Or is Judith simply following her mother down the path toward madness?  

Three Times Lucky by 
Sheila Turnage 

Rising sixth grader Miss Moses LoBeau lives in the small town of Tupelo Landing, NC, where 
everyone's business is fair game and no secret is sacred. She washed ashore in a hurricane eleven 
years ago, and she's been making waves ever since. Although Mo hopes someday to find her 
"upstream mother," she's found a home with the Colonel--a café owner with a forgotten past of his 
own--and Miss Lana, the fabulous café hostess. She will protect those she loves with every bit of her 
strong will and tough attitude. So when a lawman comes to town asking about a murder, Mo and her 
best friend, Dale Earnhardt Johnson III, set out to uncover the truth in hopes of saving the only family 
Mo has ever known.  
 
Full of wisdom, humor, and grit, this timeless yarn will melt the heart of even the sternest Yankee. 

The Boy Who Harnessed 
The Wind  
By William Kamkwamba 

A windmill means more than just power, it means freedom. 
William Kamkwamba was born in Malawi, a country where magic ruled and modern science was 
mystery. It was also a land withered by drought and hunger, and a place where hope and opportunity 
were hard to find. But William had read about windmills in a book called Using Energy, and he dreamed 
of building one that would bring electricity and water to his village and change his life and the lives of 
those around him. His neighbors may have mocked him and called him misala-crazy—but William was 
determined to show them what a little grit and ingenuity could do. 

Nonfiction 
Into Thin Air by 
Jon Krakauer  

A bank of clouds was assembling on the not-so-distant horizon, but journalist-mountaineer Jon 
Krakauer, standing on the summit of Mt. Everest, saw nothing that "suggested that a murderous storm 
was bearing down." He was wrong. The storm, which claimed five lives and left countless 
more--including Krakauer's--in guilt-ridden disarray, would also provide the impetus for Into Thin Air, 
Krakauer's epic account of the May 1996 disaster.  

Outcasts United: the 
story of a refugee soccer 
team that changed a 
town 

A complex and inspirational story about the Fugees, a youth soccer team made up of diverse refugees 
from around the world, and their formidable female coach, Luma Mufleh. Clarkston, Georgia, was a 
typical southern town until it became a refugee resettlement center. The author explores how the 
community changed with the influx of refugees and how the dedication of Luma Mufleh and the entire 
Fugees soccer team inspired an entire community.  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1235.Jon_Krakauer


(adapted for young 
people) by Warren St. 
John 

Outliers:  The Story of 
Success by 
Malcolm Gladwell 

Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an intellectual journey through the world of "outliers"--the best and the 
brightest, the most famous and the most successful. He asks the question: what makes high-achievers 
different? 
His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful people are like, and too little attention 
to where they are from: that is, their culture, their family, their generation, and the idiosyncratic 
experiences of their upbringing..  

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer 
by 
James L. Swanson 

Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the 
conspirators and the manhunters, CHASING LINCOLN'S KILLER is a fast-paced thriller about the 
pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, 
D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia.  

Unbroken: the Young 
Adult Adaptation by 
Laura Hillenbrand 

Adapted from the best-selling adult book of the same name, this riveting account tells the story of Louis 
Zamperini, a thief turned track star, Olympian, airman, castaway, and prisoner of war. Born to Italian 
immigrants in 1917, Zamperini was heading down a path of crime (stealing, fighting) until his older 
brother Pete stepped in, encouraging him to join the track team. It wasn't long before Zamperini was 
winning every race, eventually going on to the 1936 Berlin Olympics. The book details how the 1940 
Olympics were canceled due to World War II and describes how Zamperini was drafted into the U.S. 
Air Force. Writing in a gripping, intense tone, Hillenbrand relates how tragedy struck when Zamperini's 
plane was shot down and he and two other men spent 47 days in a life boat in the Pacific Ocean, 
fighting sharks, starvation, and dehydration, before being captured by the Japanese navy as prisoners 
of war.  

Brown Girl Dreaming by 
Jacqueline Woodson 

A National Book Award Winner and Newbery Honor Book.  Raised in South Carolina and New York, 
Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow 
up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her 
growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both 
accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her 
place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing 



stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and 
stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become.  

Hidden Figures Young 
Reader’s Edition by 
Margot Lee Shetterly 

Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of dedicated 
female mathematicians known as “human computers” used pencils, slide rules, and adding machines 
to calculate the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. This book brings to life 
the stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden, four 
African-American women who lived through the civil rights era, the Space Race, the Cold War, and the 
movement for gender equality, and whose work forever changed the face of NASA and the country. 

A Long Walk to Water: 
Based on a True Story 
by Linda Sue Park 

A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about two eleven-year-olds in 
Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two hours’ 
walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the 
"lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as they search for their families 
and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to 
contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s 
in an astonishing and moving way. 

Turning 15 on the Road 
to Freedom: My Story of 
the 1965 Selma Voting 
Rights March by Lynda 
Blackmon Lowery 

As the youngest marcher in the 1965 voting rights march from Selma to Montgomery, Albama, Lynda 
Blackmon Lowery proved that young adults can be heroes. Jailed eleven times before her fifteenth 
birthday, Lowery fought alongside Martin Luther King, Jr. for the rights of African-Americans. In this 
memoir, she shows today's young readers what it means to fight nonviolently (even when the police are 
using violence, as in the Bloody Sunday protest) and how it felt to be part of changing American history. 
 
Straightforward and inspiring, this beautifully illustrated memoir brings readers into the middle of the 
Civil Rights Movement, complementing Common Core classroom learning and bringing history alive for 
young readers. 

In the Shadow of Liberty: 
The Hidden History of 
Slavery, Four Presidents, 
and Five Black Lives by 
Kenneth C. Davis  

Did you know that many of America’s Founding Fathers―who fought for liberty and justice for 
all―were slave owners? 

Through the powerful stories of five enslaved people who were “owned” by four of our greatest 
presidents, this book helps set the record straight about the role slavery played in the founding of 



America. From Billy Lee, valet to George Washington, to Alfred Jackson, faithful servant of Andrew 
Jackson, these dramatic narratives explore our country’s great tragedy―that a nation “conceived in 
liberty” was also born in shackles. 

These stories help us know the real people who were essential to the birth of this nation but traditionally 
have been left out of the history books. Their stories are true―and they should be heard. 

Historical Fiction 
Wednesday Wars by 
Gary D. Schmidt 
 

In this Newbery Honor-winning novel, Gary D. Schmidt offers an unforgettable antihero. The 
Wednesday Wars is a wonderfully witty and compelling story about a teenage boy’s mishaps and 
adventures over the course of the 1967–68 school year in Long Island, New York.  Meet Holling 
Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend Wednesday afternoons with his 
teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has religious instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn’t like 
Holling—he’s sure of it. Why else would she make him read the plays of William Shakespeare outside 
class? But everyone has bigger things to worry about, like Vietnam. His father wants Holling and his 
sister to be on their best behavior: the success of his business depends on it. But how can Holling stay 
out of trouble when he has so much to contend with? A bully demanding cream puffs; angry rats; and a 
baseball hero signing autographs the very same night Holling has to appear in a play in yellow tights! 
As fate sneaks up on him again and again, Holling finds Motivation—the Big M—in the most 
unexpected places and musters up the courage to embrace his destiny, in spite of himself.  

Fever, 1793 by Laurie 
Halse Anderson 

It's late summer 1793, and the streets of Philadelphia are abuzz with mosquitoes and rumors of fever. 
Down near the docks, many have taken ill, and the fatalities are mounting. Now they include Polly, the 
serving girl at the Cook Coffeehouse. But fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook doesn't get a moment to 
mourn the passing of her childhood playmate. New customers have overrun her family's coffee shop, 
located far from the mosquito-infested river, and Mattie's concerns of fever are all but overshadowed by 
dreams of growing her family's small business into a thriving enterprise. But when the fever begins to 
strike closer to home, Mattie's struggle to build a new life must give way to a new fight-the fight to stay 
alive.  

The Cruisers by Walter 
Dean Myers 
 

Zander and his crew are underdogs at DaVinci Academy, one of the best Gifted and Talented schools 
in Harlem. But even these kids who are known as losers can win by speaking up. When they start their 
own school newspaper, stuff happens. Big stuff. Loud stuff. Stuff nobody expects. Mr. Culpepper, the 
Assistant Principal and Chief Executioner, is ready to be rid of Zander, Kambui, LaShonda, and 
Bobbi—until they prove that their writing packs enough power to keep the peace and show what it 



means to stand up for a cause.  

Anne Frank & Me by 
Cherie Bennett and  Jeff 
Gottesfeld  
 

In one moment Nicole Burns's life changes forever. The sound of gunfire at an Anne Frank exhibit, the 
panic, the crowd, and Nicole is no longer Nicole. Whiplashed through time and space, she wakes to 
find herself a privileged Jewish girl living in Nazi-occupied Paris during World War II. No more Internet 
diaries and boy troubles for Nicole-now she's a carefree Jewish girl, with wonderful friends and a 
charming boyfriend. But when the Nazi death grip tightens over France, Nicole is forced into hiding, and 
begins a struggle for survival that brings her face to face with Anne Frank.  

Inside Out and Back 
Again by Thanhha Lai 

Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her 
mother, and her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama.  

One Crazy Summer by 
Rita Williams-Garcia 
 

In the summer of 1968, after travelling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to spend a month with the 
mother they barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold 
welcome as they discover that their mother, a dedicated poet and printer, is resentful of the intrusion of 
their visit and wants them to attend a nearby Black Panther summer camp.  In a humorous and 
breakout book by Williams-Garcia, the Penderwicks meet the Black Panthers. 
 

Chains by Laurie Halse 
Anderson 

As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom. Promised 
freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate become the 
property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy for the American 
Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave with ties to the 
Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners, who know details of British plans for invasion. She is 
reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loyalty is available to 
the bidder who can provide her with freedom.  

All the Broken Pieces by 
Ann E. Burg 

Matt Pin would like to forget: war torn Vietnam, bombs that fell like dead crows, and the terrible secret 
he left behind. But now that he is living with a caring adoptive family in the United States, he finds 
himself forced to confront his past. And that means choosing between silence and candor, blame and 
forgiveness, fear and freedom. 
 
By turns harrowing, dreamlike, sad, and triumphant, this searing debut novel, written in lucid verse, 
reveals an unforgettable perspective on the lasting impact of war and the healing power of love. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/60154.Cherie_Bennett
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/151470.Jeff_Gottesfeld
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/151470.Jeff_Gottesfeld


 
Middle School Summer Reading Assignment  

And Parental Acknowledgment Form 
Summer 2019 

For All Incoming 6th, 7th, & 8th Grade Students 
 
Directions:  Write a letter to your new LA teacher describing yourself as a reader.  Be sure your letter includes the following: 

● Do you consider yourself to be a reader?  Explain. 
● What was your favorite book you read this summer and why? 
● Which book did you read from the assigned list?  What rating did you give it and why? 

  
Your letter can be typed or handwritten. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PARENTAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM 
 

The book my student selected to read for summer reading off the assigned list was 
 
________________________________________________  by ________________________________. 
(Title)         (Author) 
 
I have discussed the books my student has read this summer with my student, including the required book from the Middle School Summer Reading 
list.  
 
 
_________________________________________________ _________________ 
Parent/Guardian signature Date 
 
_________________________________________________ _________________ 
Student signature Date 
 




