
KILDEER COUNTRYSIDE 
COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 962 

  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 
Minutes for November 16, 2021 

  
Call To Order 
Mr. Tepper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the mat room of Ivy Hall School. 
  
Roll Call 
Present:   Julie Schmidt, Superintendent of Schools 
 James Strezewski, Amy Feygin, Renee Klass, Dina Manka, Mike Burns, Cynthia 

Zarkowsky and Marc Tepper 
Remote:   None 
Late:    None 
Absent:    None 

  
Welcome to Visitors 
President Tepper welcomed members of the faculty, community, and press to the meeting. Megan Bird led 
the pledge of allegiance.   Members of the audience introduced themselves.  Mr. Tepper asked if anyone 
wished to address the Board.  The following individuals spoke: 
 
Isaac Lee 
Ben Lee 
Patrick Lee 
Larry Schwartz 
Ben Marks 
Maria Bickers 
 
Mr. Tepper noted that Mrs. Schmidt had not received any emailed comments to be read at this meeting.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
October 2021 
A motion was presented by Mr. Strezewski and seconded by Mr. Burns to approve the minutes of October 
19, 2021 as corrected.  All members present voted Aye, the motion carried. 
 
Financial Statements 
Mr. Hitcho presented the financial reports noting that all reports were in order.  He added that the District 
has made three 3-year investments, with a yield of between .45 - .80 basis points.  With no questions or 
comments forthcoming, Mr. Tepper directed the business office to place the following Financial Statements 
for the month of October 2021 appropriately on file in the business office: Treasurer's Report, Budget 
Reports, and Activity Report. 
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Board Reports 
Finance Committee 
Mr. Strezewski stated the Finance Committee had reviewed the Summer 2022 Capital Project bids and 
recommend approval.  These projects were included in the budget and the bids came in significantly under 
budget.  Mr. Strezewski attributed this to the early bidding process.  The committee also reviewed the 
November 2021 bills and recommend approval as presented. 
  
Policy Committee – None at this time. 
 
Legislative Update  
Mr. Tepper reported that due to redistrict, we may have a new state representative, which he will learn 
more about at the Joint Annual Conference. 
 
ELC Update 
Mrs. Klass reported the ELC met and conducted routine business.  She noted that the ELC has increased 
their parent education sessions and have seen great participation across all age levels.  .  
 
Thought Exchange Partnership Update  
Mrs. Manka reported TEP met twice since the last meeting, both of which were hybrid.  At the first meeting 
they group set the agenda for the 21/22 school year, and at the second meeting Howard Frishman and 
Lucas Cowden gave a presentation on technology. 
 
Guiding Coalition on Interculturalism Update  
Mrs. Zarkowsky reported the GCI met twice since the last board meeting, both of which were virtual.  At the 
first meeting the group welcomed many newcomers and discussed next steps.  At the second meeting the 
group discussed student identification in school focusing on space, curriculum, DEI (Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion), and student voice.  The group plans revisions to the student representation walks and continuing 
the Instagram Page, Humans of D96.  She and Mrs. Sheridan will present at the Joint Annual Conference. 
 
Space/Facilities/Innovation Committee – None at this time. 
 
Human Capital and Adult Leadership Committee – None at this time. 
 
Other  
Mr. Tepper asked that any feedback on the IASB resolutions be sent to him before the vote on November 
20, 2021.  He also noted that the Joint Annual Conference book has been released and includes two 
presentations featuring District 96 Board members. 
 
Administrative Reports 
Superintendent’s Update 
Superintendent Schmidt reiterated the District’s priority to maintain in-person learning with a minimum of 
disruption through application of mitigation measures.  Incidence rates have gently ticked up moving Lake 
County to the High Transmission phase, yet District 96 has been able to avoid cluster outbreaks.   
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District 96 has hosted it first round of vaccine clinics for 5 – 11 YO students with over 1100 appointments.  
The second round of these clinics is scheduled for early December.  District 96 will also make adult booster 
vaccines available to employees after the Thanksgiving break. 
 
Mrs. Schmidt noted that School Exec Connect will present an initial slate of Superintendent candidates to 
the Board at this meeting.  Following interviews by the Board members, it is anticipated a new 
superintendent will be named on December 14, 2021. 
 
Priority Items for Consideration and/or Action 
School Board Members Day 
Mrs. Schmidt recognized the hard work and dedication provided by the District 96 Board of Education 
members.  Our Board members put in countless hours behind the scenes and have developed a high level 
of trust with the administration and faculty.  The District 96 Board members are high functioning, as 
recognized by the Illinois Association of School Board and their decisions are consistent with the District’s 
goals.  Board members were presented with a tin of popcorn from Signature Popcorn in Long Grove. 
 
Consideration of Calendar Amendment for 2022-23 School Year 
Due to recent legislation creating a full school holiday on general election days, an amendment to the 2022-
23 school year academic calendar has been recommended.  A motion was presented by Mr. Strezewski 
and seconded by Mr. Burns to approve the revised 2022-23 academic calendar indicating November 8, 
2022 as a day of No School, and June 2, 2023 as the last day of the school year.  All members present 
voted Aye, the motion carried. 
 
Executive Session 

Adjourn to Closed Session 
A motion was presented by Mrs. Feygin and seconded by Mrs. Klass to adjourn to closed session for 
the purpose of:  

 
● The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific 

employees, specific individuals who serve as independent contractors in a park, recreational, or 
educational setting, or specific volunteers of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, 
including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee, a specific individual who 
serves as an independent contractor in a park, recreational, or educational setting, or a volunteer 
of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity. However, a 
meeting to consider an increase in compensation to a specific employee of a public body that is 
subject to the Local Government Wage Increase Transparency Act may not be closed and shall be 
open to the public and posted and held in accordance with this Act.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1) 

● Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, 
or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees.  5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(2) 

● Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed 
and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an 
action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be recorded and 
entered into the minutes of the closed meeting. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(10) 
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On a roll call vote, the motion carried: 
Aye:  Feygin, Klass, Manka, Burns, Zarkowsky, Strezewski, and Tepper 
Nay:  None 
 
The meeting adjourned to closed session at 7:59 p.m.   

 
Reconvene in Open Session 
A motion was presented by Mr. Strezewski and seconded by Mr. Burns for the meeting to reconvene in 
open session.  On a roll call vote the motion carried.  The meeting reconvened in open session at 
10:58 p.m.   
Aye:  Strezewski, Feygin, Klass, Manka, Burns, Zarkowsky, and Tepper 
Nay:  None 
 
Approval of Closed Session Minutes   
A motion was made by Mrs. Zarkowsky and seconded by Mr. Burns to approve the minutes of the 
closed session.  On a roll call vote, the motion carried: 
Aye:  Zarkowsky, Strezewski, Feygin, Klass, Manka, Burns, and Tepper 
Nay:  None 
 

Action Items 
Employment, Appointment and Dismissal – Certified Staff 

i.  Resignations – None at this time 
 
ii.  Employment – None at this time 
 
iii. Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with the KEA 
A motion was presented by Mrs. Klass and seconded by Mrs. Feygin to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Board of Education and the Kildeer Education Association as presented.  
On a roll call vote, the motion carried: 
Aye:  Klass, Manka, Burns, Zarkowsky, Strezewski, Feygin and Tepper 
Nay:  None 
 
iv.  Notice to Remedy 
A motion was presented by Mr. Strezewski and seconded by Mrs. Zarkowsky to approve the resolution 
authorizing the Notice to Remedy to Elizabeth Kramer.  On a roll call vote, the motion carried: 
Aye:  Strezewski, Feygin, Klass, Manka, Burns, Zarkowsky and Tepper 
Nay:  None 
 

Employment, Appointment and Dismissal – Educational Support Personnel   
i. Recommendations for Employment, Appointment and Dismissal  
A motion was presented by Mrs. Zarkowsky and seconded by Mrs. Manka to approve the revised 
memo presented by Dr. Dalton and Mrs. Jonas for the employment, appointment and dismissal of 
certain educational support personnel as presented.  On a roll call vote the motion carried: 
Aye:  Zarkowsky, Strezewski, Feygin, Klass, Manka, Burns and Tepper 
Nay:  None 
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ii. Leave of Absence Request 
No action was taken on the request submitted by Sue Peterson, special education aide at Country 
Meadows, for an unpaid leave of absence. 
 

Consent Agenda 
A motion was presented by Mr. Burns and seconded by Mr. Strezewski to approve the following Consent 
Agenda items: 
 
 Presentation of Bills – November 2021 - to approve the November 2021 bills as presented in the 

following amounts: 
  
Education $3,250,344.62 
Operations $487,823.95 
Debt Service $0.00 
Transportation $394,254.15 
IMRF $00.00 
Social Security $00.00 
Capital Projects $43,912.25 
Working Cash $1501.04 
Tort Immunity $00.00 
Life Safety $00.00 
Totals $4,177836.01 
 
Approval of Capital Project – 2022 Summer Life/Safety Work – to award the following contracts and 
alternates in an amount not to exceed $788,625.00: 
 
Contracts 
• General Trades to L.J. Morse of Aurora, IL in the amount not to exceed $328,800.00. 
• Masonry to J & E Duff Inc. of West Chicago, IL in the amount not to exceed $204,800.00. 
• Mechanical to Mechanical Inc. (Helm Mech.) of Westmont, IL in the amount not to exceed $103,000.00. 
• Electrical to Carey Electric of Mchenry, IL in the amount not to exceed $117,020.00. 

 
 Alternates: 

• Alternate #1 in the amount of $210.00 for new lettering for the school name at Prairie. 
• Alternate #2 in the amount of $23,595 to upgrade the interior of the elevator cab at Prairie. 
• Alternate #3 in the amount of $11,200.00 to integrate the existing rooftop units at Willow Grove onto the 

district BAS (Building Automation System) server. 
 

Approval of Capital Project – 2022 Summer Parking Lot Renovations – to award the base bid for the 
parking lot renovations at Prairie and Twin Groves to A. Lamp Concrete Contracting, Inc. of 
Schaumburg, IL in the amount not to exceed $1,026,763.00, along with the following (4) alternates: 
 
• Alternate A for $7,00.00. This alternate is to replace a portion of the sidewalk at Prairie that has 

deteriorated. 
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• Alternate B for $58,957.00. This alternate is to replace a portion of the sidewalk at Prairie to improve ADA 
access to the site. 

• Alternate E1 for $18,800.00. This alternate is to install LED lamp heads on the parking lot lighting at Twin 
Groves. 

• Alternate E2 for $6,200.00. This alternate is to paint and refurbish the parking lot lighting poles at Twin 
Groves. 

 
Approval of Policy 
To approve the following policy, which has been on public review: 
 
7:180 Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment 
 

On a roll call vote the motion carried: 
Aye:  Burns, Zarkowsky, Strezewski, Feygin, Klass, Manka and Tepper 
Nay:  None 
 
Discussion Items  
Status of Joint Annual Conference and Board Retreat Planning 
Mr. Tepper reviewed the plans for the Joint Annual Conference.  District 96 is scheduled to participate in 
two Panel Presentations.    
 
Information Items  
Illinois School Report Cards 
The ISBE has rolled forward all summative designations.  The District and each School’s report card can be 
found at https://www.illinoisreportcard.com/Default.aspx.   
 
FOIA Requests 
The District received four (4) FOIA request(s) since October 19, 2021.  All requests were responded to 
appropriately. 
 
Board Comments  
Board members discussed logistics for superintendent candidate interviews. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business before the Board of Education, a motion was presented by Mr. Strezewski and 
seconded by Mr. Burns to adjourn the meeting.  On a roll call vote, the motion carried: 
Aye:  Strezewski, Feygin, Klass, Manka, Burns, Zarkowsky, and Tepper 
Nay:     None  
  
  

https://www.illinoisreportcard.com/Default.aspx
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Mr. Tepper adjourned the November 16, 2021 regularly scheduled meeting of the Kildeer Countryside 
Community Consolidated School District 96 Board of Education at 11:27 p.m.  The next meeting of the 
Board of Education is scheduled for December 14, 2021 at 7:00 pm. 
  
 
Date Minutes Approved:   
 
                             _______________________ 
                                  President, Board of Education 
  
  
                                                                     _______________________ 
                                                                     Secretary, Board of Education 
 
 
Fn: minutes111621 


