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Students 

Attendance and Truancy  

Compulsory School Attendance  

This policy applies to individuals who have custody or control of a child:  (a) between the ages of six 
(on or before September 1) and 17 years (unless the child has graduated from high school), or (b) who 
is enrolled in any of grades, kindergarten through 12, in the public school regardless of age.  Subject to 
specific requirements in State law, the following children are not required to attend public school:  (1) 
any child attending a private school (including a home school) or parochial school, (2) any child who 
is physically or mentally unable to attend school (including a pregnant student suffering medical 
complications as certified by her physician), (3) any child lawfully and necessarily employed, (4) any 
child over 12 and under 14 years of age while in confirmation classes, and (5) any child absent because 
of religious reasons, including to observe a religious holiday, for religious instruction, or because his 
or her religion forbids secular activity on a particular day(s) or time of day. 

The parent/guardian of a student who is enrolled must authorize all absences from school and notify 
the school in advance or at the time of the student’s absence.  A valid cause for absence includes illness 
(including mental or behavioral health of the student), observance of a religious holiday, death in the 
immediate family, attendance at a civic event, family emergency, other situations beyond the control 
of the student as determined by the Board, other circumstances that cause reasonable concern to the 
parent/guardian for the student’s mental, emotional, or physical health or safety, or other reason as 
approved by the Superintendent or designee.  Students absent for a valid cause may make up missed 
homework and classwork assignments in a reasonable timeframe. 

The Superintendent or designee shall develop a process to telephone, within 2 hours after the first class, 
the parents/guardians of students who are absent without prior parent/guardian notification. 

Monitoring 
Pursuant to State law and policy 2:240, Board Policy Development, the Board updates this policy at 
least once every two years.  The Superintendent or designee shall assist the Board with its update. 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/22-92 and 5/26-1 through 5/26-3, 5/26-5 through 5/26-16, and 5/26-18. 
705 ILCS 405/3-33.5, Juvenile Court Act of 1987 
23 Ill.Admin.Code §§1.242 and 1.290. 

CROSS REF.: 5:100 (Staff Development Program), 6:110 (Programs for Students At Risk of 
Academic Failure and/or Dropping Out of School and Graduation Incentives 
Program), 6:150 (Home and Hospital Instruction), 7:10 (Equal Educational 
Opportunities), 7:50 (School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From 
Non-District Schools), 7:60 (Residence), 7:80 (Release Time for Religious 
Instruction/Observance), 7:190 (Student Discipline), 7:340 (Student Records) 

ADOPTED: April 5, 2011, May 22, 2014, January 17, 2017, January 16, 2018, February 26, 
2019, May 26, 2020, February 15, 2022, January 17, 2023, November 14, 2023 
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